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For more information, visit www.dramacircle.org 

Junior Youth Take the Stage! 

 
Young participants discuss a scene 

 

14 Young People graduate from new 
’Drama Circle’ course  

   Durham, NC (June 2006) A dynamic group of 
young people (ages 12 - 16) has j ust  completed 
a pilot  course offered by the Drama Circle, 
which combines drama t raining with character 
educat ion.   

   The 60-hour course that  began in Fall 2005 
culminated, on June 10th, with the young 
’drama circle’ graduates performing three 
original plays before an enthusiast ic and 
packed house at  Durham’s "Common Ground 
Theat re."  The most  frequent ly asked quest ion 
after the performance by young and old alike: 
"When does the next  course begin?" 

    Each lesson is organized around a principle 
inherent  in a certain aspect  of the art .   Then 
the part icipants engage in drama exercises, 
which in turn reinforce the understanding of 
the principle. By the end of the course, the 
part icipants have gained skills to make them 
comfortable to write, stage and perform their 
own 10 minute pieces.  

   The goal is that ,  after taking this course, 
individuals will be inspired to incorporate 
drama at  dif ferent  levels of community life. 
The educat ional power of drama lies not  only 
in it s power to affect  an audience—Drama has a 
profound and t ransformat ive inf luence on those 
who pract ice it .   

 
The graduates of the 2005-2006  

Drama Circle Course...   

Jamal Benj amin 
Just ine Benj amin 

Jordan Est es 
Gabriel  Est es 

Quddus George 
Simon Ghof rani 

Vanessa Ghof rani 
Ashraf  Hadden 
Anika James 

Joseph Kleinhenz 
Carey Marr 

Pat rick McFarland 
Al legra Milani 

Ghazal Rahmani 

 

Course Overview 
Part  1: Foundat ions (6 sessions) 
Awareness of body, concent rat ion of mind, 
suscept ibilit y of spirit . 
   Culminat ion: Simple Presentat ions  
 
Part  2: Act ing (6 sessions) 
Speech & silence, desire and seeking, 
interpret ing & understanding text . 
   Culminat ion: Performing short  scenes 
  
Part  3: Playwrit ing  (4-6 sessions) 
The creat ive self  & the analyt ical self ,  
reciprocity, dramat ic perspect ive, revision.  
   Culminat ion: Readings of original plays 
 
Part  4: Collaborat ion (4-6 sessions) 
Collaborat ion, Perseverance, Harmony and 
symmet ry in staging and design, Prayerfulness 
   Culminat ion: collaborat ive performance of  
    original plays   


